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* * 

’ Attached are ALA^s conments on the draft. I have 
« • 

un ^etlindd in red those issues in particular that 
I believe we should bring to the White House's 
attention. I as sums this would be in the spirit of 
presenting our views versus "coordinating". DDO also 
checked the draft for any inappropriate disc&ieures 
and found none. . and I have no additional 
comments . 
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REMARKS: 


Please review the attached for: 

-eggregious errors of fact--particu| 
larly those that would embarrass thf 
intelligence community. 

-anything that would reveal sources | of 
methods . 

I am sending a copy to DDO as well 

The Agency will not be coordinating 
this draft formally. 

Pleae hold closely. 

I need your reactions by noon, Fridiy 
10 Bed . 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 



WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 


December 14, 1983 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL 

Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

COLONEL (P) JOHN H. STANFORD 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 


Executive secretary 
Central Intelligence Agency 



25X1 


SUBJECT : 


Request for Clearance of White House Digest Draft: 
Persecution of Christian Groups in Nicaragua 


Attached for clearance is a copy of the draft White House Digest: 
Persecution of Christian Groups in Nicaragua . 

Please forward comments to me no later than close of business, 
Friday, December 16, 1983. Thank you. 


(Zol tJuJhflJ' 

Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: as stated 
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PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIAN GROUPS IN NICARAGUA 


"The religion of the workers has no God, because 
it seeks to restore the divinity of man." 


Karl Marx 


"Every religious idea, every idea of a god, even 
flirting with the idea of god, is unutterable vileness of the 
most dangerous kind, 'contagion' of the most abominable kind 
Millions of sins, filthy deeds, acts of violence, and physical 

contagions are far less dangerous then the subtle spiritual idea 
of a god." 

Lenin 


Communist regimes must either eradicate the Church or 
subvert it. Ideologically, the Church's existence is repugnant tc 
them, allegiance to God prevents total allegiance to and 
subjugation by the State, which, according to Marx, is the 
salvific vehicle for the secular transformation of man into god. 
The Communists cannot tolerate this limitation on their absolute 
power. Thus, in the Soviet Union all but a tiny percentage of 
churches have been closed, and religious affiliation routinely 
brings the loss of precious privileges and sometimes brings more 
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serious persecution. 

The Soviets have also infiltrated the dominant Russian 
Orthodox church. In the Islamic sections of the Soviet Empire,* 
Soviet agents have infiltrated the Islamic clergy. By such 
infiltration they seek both to discredit the churches and to use 
them to bolster the regime. 


f \ * 


A 


A 


i ■ ^ 

V* 


f x - > ~ • ' * • 

In Nicaragua , tha^Cominunist/ leaders of the government 
are following the same path. They are seeking to turn the 
^ Catholic Church, by far the largest^ in Nicaragua, into an arm of 
<>V government . A small number o f Marxi s t jXCa tho 1 ig^y dler gy ^ 1 4 

.V ** .^p theis m is a firs t prin ciple of~Marxi!?m, and the sender gy ' 

dtrtH 

’ . u _ V .1 


routinely defy the Catholic 


have the governments 


A v#v “***" — ^ 

^ ^Vt ; ^(A''° fflcial a PP r oval and sponsorship. They are used to generate 

W support for the government, to spread the idea that onlj^rxistf^ 

^ i ^ are true Christians, to defame and divide the mainstream rhnrrh _ 


v W 

v >»*■ > 


fand even to help in the enforcement of Communist- style internal 


security. 


Meanwhile, the Sandinistas have harrassed, persecuted, 
and defamed legitimate Church leaders, including Pope John Paul 


II. Church communications are censored, and the Sandinistas seek 
to isolate the Church leadership from the people. 

Suppression of minority Protestant groups has been much 
more brutal. Dozens of Protestant churches have been burned, 
Protestant leaders have been arrested, beaten, and on occasion 

Protestant churches have been officially denounced by the 
government as an arm of American imperialism. 


THE CHURCH vs. SOMOZA 

Under the Somoza dictatorship, which was overthrown in 
1979, the Catholic Church in particular had been in the forefront 
of those forces calling for reform. Indeed, in 1979 the primate 
of Nicaragua, Archbishop Obando Y Bravo, took the extraordinary 
step of announcing that the Somoza regime had become intolerable 
and that Christians could in good conscience revolt against it. 
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b , . At time ' the evolution against Somosa was broad 

based and included most of the mainstream leadership of 

Nicaragua. The revolution was publicly committed to democracy' and 

faction 81 "' T’ h Sh ° rtly aft " S ° mOZa ' S ouster ' the Communist 
total po^e'r C ° ntr ° lled “““ary ~ tegan to consolidate 

was ini*- ■ n SPite 6arly dan9er Si9nals ' the Catholic hierarchy 
was initially supportive of the revolutionary government. 

the FIRST STEP 

But, in October of 1980, the Sandinistas took their 

eta!!” 81 T* tOWard ^ dual G°— -iJgoal of a) limiting the 
Church s influence, and b) coopting what is left of that 

influence for the government. 

In a publicly promulgated policy on religion, the 

Sandinistas declared that Christians were not permitted to 

evangelise within Sandinist organisations. Moreover, only those 

religious who fully accepted the program of the Revolution were 

O be permitted to take an active role in public affairs 1 

such PS resp ° nded suift ly end firmly, saying that 

such attempts to limit_the influence of the Church were 

"totalitarian.* Totalitarian systems, the Bishops argued seek 

to turn the Church into an "instrument" by tolerating only those 

activities the government finds convenient . 2 

Edgard Macias served the Sandinista government as Vice 

inis er of Labor, but left Nicaragua when he realised the 

Sandinistas were intent on establishing a totalitarian 

Ch a :rT ini T re9ime - ° f ^ Sandl " ista5 ' att empt to turn the 
Church into an instrument" Macias writes: 

L T d hP i^p\in t \% 9 a°:tL n i n d 9 ra S ™ d ^^ t ? h rb 9 Jg n i^i“r 1 ^ 

|ppressLn n orihe tl :Sc 9 iai r prog?2ms a of & redU “ ion and 

churches. . .They wish to reduce t*.u u 

iK^S^em^" «-^ C bo r fo e kiep° a 

unique leadership that the Front pretends to be. "3 
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For some time after this exchange between the Bishops 
and the Sandinistas the Church went out of its way to say 

conciliatory things about the regime, hoping to salvage a - 
relationship. 


PRIESTS AND POLITICS 

But in ”81, responding to Pope John Paul II's desire 
to keep the Church free of political entanglements, the 

Nicaraguan Bishops called on all Catholic clergy to limit their 
po itrcal activities to something less than full-time devotion to 
the regime , or to any political faction. 

A long controversy ensued. The Sandinista clergy 
refused to leave their posts. The Bishops, stymied, agreed that 

long as th 1St d 'H rieStS C ° Uld te “ POraril r in government as 

y ld n0t exercise priestly functions. , 

-titer SSSUHJP F campaign a ^ 

Lh£cl]ZSlStl r intensified. Knl 

ZHT r h3Ve eXPreS3ed a to leave the regime have been 

>' 'V, 


t * 1 ?,-,** 1 t - ,, 

V.V </ 

tpr 


t 


ijf ' w .. *«5 ^jluic lid. V 

told by the Junta that they cannot resign from their posts. 


accordin 9 to Edgar Macias. 




THE " PEOPLE* S CHURCH" 

The first step was to coopt and expand a unique Latin 
American institution called the Christian base community 

who meet ** * “**“><«*>«* group of Catholics 

who meet for prayer and religious services but who also work 

thlse r° ial ^ P ° liti0al r6form - ^er the years, most of 

hese groups have not been Marxist, but have worked for reforms 

that most Americans would recognize as basic. 

However, the bishops had long recognized that the base 
communities have had the potential to become "prisoners of 

po itical polarization or fashionable ideologies which want to 
exploit their immense potential 

The Sandinistas began'to exploit that potential. Many 
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base communities have remained loyal to the bishops, but many 
have been made instruments of the revolution, part of what the 
Sandinistas refer to as "the People's Church," a separate, 
parallel church, subservient to the government. 

The Sandinistas began to speak openly of two Churches, 
one, the "Popular Church" which is the friend of the people, and 
the other which oppresses the people. 

Macias again: 


I W 
f [\* 


we* 


a 




i£»L 1S ri ^ ic ^ lou f to se e the 'revolutionary commanders 
decla J ed Marxist-Leninists) using Christian 
eve 2 *:* giving homiliies on what the 
th f wh-? el iK 10n andthe bishops should be. They say 
iie the re is Sandinismo (FSLN) there will b e Y 

thpifi letting it be understood that outside of 

themselves there is no Christianity ... No better 
example of how a political group can ’appropriate' 
religion and model it to its objectives can be 
found... Remember that the structure of the FSLN as a 
P f rt ^ is fascist and anti-democratic, where 
th ® ^ Ia ^ 1 ° nal Directorate has been artificially 
mythified. . ."5 * 

THE^CHURCH AND THE [SECRET POLICE ^ 


took was to 


i — - j — ucicaoc Committee a with 

Christian base communities^ The Defense Committees provide a 

netv/ork of informers and neighborhood surveillance, and have the 
authority to bestow certain privileges, such as [internal travel! 


permit s^or rationed items. 


According to Edgard Macias these "people’s churches," 
made up of the combination of the base communities and the 
defense committees, are under the supervision of Interior 
Minister Tomas Borge, whose portfolio includes the internal 
security/ secret police apparatus. Thej^dlf en S rcommittee apparatus 
gives the People’s Church a capacity fo^iSTince that it has not 
hesitated to use against the mainstream church. i 

The People's Church accounts for only an 
fractionjof Nicaraguan Catholics. But the Sandinista controlled 
media pays enormous attention to their every action in support of 
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the regime. The government endorses "liberation theology ■ th& 
doctrine of the People's Church that portrays Christ as ^Mar^st 
revolutionary. 4r— — — 

An underground publication from Honduras designed for 
group study , entitled "Reflections of an Honduran Christian 
Marxist , " gives the typical perspective on "liberation theology": 

[love for the poor] consists not only in giving them food, but 
in doing away with the cause of their poverty, that is their 
capitalist/ imperialist system. And in order to do this a * 

Christian not only can be, but must be a Socialist, 

Marxist-Len^st , violent revolutionary. n i+tO*** ^ (un 

Geraldine O'Leary Macias, Edgard’s wife, was for many 
years a Maryknoll missionary in Nicaragua where she worked for 
social reform. She has seen first hand the^c^OTnunists^attempt to 
cocpt genunine Christianity for their own purposes: 



The Marxists have been very astute in using liberation 
theology to make it appear Marxist, making being a 
Christian synonomous with being a Sandinista, and 
defining revolution as Marxism. The only major change 
m this approach has been brought about by the 
non-Nicaraguan Marxists. As the Cubans, Bulgarians and 
East Germans have taken major roles as advisors to the 
polios, army and militia, their anti-religious fervor 
has made apparent the very real contradictions between 
what the people of Nicaragua want and what the 
Sandinistas want "6 


CENSORSHIP 

While publicizing the People's Church, the Sandinistas, 
by July of 1981, had begun to cut off the legitimate Church's 
access to the media. Customarily, the Archbishop, or a priest 
designated by him, has celebrated mass every Sunday on Managua 
television, giving a sermon in the course of the Mass. But in 
July 1981, the Sandinistas announced that they would choose which 
priest would celebrate the televised Mass. The Archbishop, seeing 
that Sandinist "priests" would be chosen, refused. The mass was 
cancelled. 
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According to Macias: 

"The Archbishop's telev-i,- 

Commander Toma* eiev ision mass was simn 

decided fco impose f ge ' Minist er of the lnff e ^ Sed when 

pries t s' T L U \\ t ^ t «-5himf° r Sand\^? c \ i S««n 1 ’- 

faithful'wit^the “V 1 * EcJu^j^'b* authority 
Chi * f « of hia 

9roup of loym priests. ‘7 Ema11 


censorship. And since March i 982 J‘ f ” “ nder heav y daily 
-SSnsa, through which the Archbisho 6 “ dSpendent newspaper La 
Pe°Ple, has fallen under censorship^ ^ CO ”““nicated with the 
he Somoza dictatorship. However th » I " 0r * S * V * re than that of 
Permitted to publish his homilv • , Arohbis hop is still 
By Easter of 1932 A1 \.£& Prensa . 8 

submit their homilies to the 1^'“ Were required to 


In June 1982 fh a « 

People of Nicaragua denouncing^™ 3 PaSt ° ral lett « to the 
establish a parallel Church but n * atte "P‘= to 

suppressed. 1 Plication of the letter was 

Archbishop Obando y Bravo h 

the P ' S l6tter . His comments shed i: gh T ented 

Pecific groups and mechanism* +•>, ^ ° n S ° me of th ® 

create ^parallel church. ^ve used to 

I believe that th*» 

When^we^speafc^of "tcntioned^by^His^Hol? 011 

that^upport^it ^“^a^'a?! £>" ° S ' 

very well supp?i e I j® center s have been cref? V enters 
^"tonio vaidi^ieso, ?E P ? r9a ^ 2ed: Centro ' a11 

the Insitituto 9 Ecumenico 

resources are abundan^^^^^icano.' Thelr ' and 

6 full-time employees, 
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communications network whtoh access to the State 
television chfnSels gof^ It™ of the ' 

out of 3 newspapers!.. the radl ° stations and 2 

extreme U of n phy2icai e violen?e k aqain ? lready reached the 
Externally the promoters Sfth?« ? ome bisb °Ps. 
mounted vast international propaaanda 1 ® 1 church have 

campaigns. . .Vehicles ? ro P a 9anda 

editions of Barricade* international 

other organ s~7Tf Ljbe Fati^ Qhi uluu^ f!TT tions wi * h 
i^ou qs ~ disrnnuted th rouqhoui . +iL ? L!? d . && Wi .Qui 

often cited in this country?*^* 3 the Archbisho P mentioned are 

According to Edgard Macias, the Sandinic*- 

trying to create a new religious rite th c * 

. . y us rite, the Sandino-Chrisitan 

' P 8 ® Wlth lcons to Augusto Sandino, prayers to a new 
pantheon of martyred Sandinistas who are to be revered 

and even the beginnings of a cult of resurrection: " ““**■ 

Hung on the front of the old i . 

rwas, an enormous picture of 

LZZZTZZLZ7 but draun within a white which is 

bordered by the colors red and black of the FSLN flag The 

Nicaraguans were not over being surprised bv thf. Z" h 

and television the campaign for the third .universl^f"^ 410 
revolution was spearheaded by a short • . . . ^ e 

longer simply sandinist heroes, but are nZ sZliTiTtZ" “ 

saints. One, named Navarrito it i q e ij- 
his feet but he arose the saml day With 

Jesus Christ, who, as we all know took ^ '*** 

same." ' t00k three da y® to do the 

The most brazen use of the 

John Paul li f s visit to n-s P s Church" was during 

S Vlsit to Nicaragua when he said Mass at „ k 

stage a demonstration a • nistas used the occasion to 

y a demonstration against the Pope during Mass 

AS happens nearly everywhere the Pope goes, he was 
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received with fervent enthusiasm by the crowd. During his homily 
he was interrupted again and again by friendly applause and 
cheers and shouts of long-live the Pope. The applause was 
particularly strong during those parts of his homily in which he 
denounced the "People's Church." 

However, as the Sandinistas own televison film makes 
obvious, the places in the square nearest to the Pope were 
reserved for Sandinista activists, preequipped with microphones. 

As the Pope came to the end of his homily these 
activists began to chant political slogans. When the Pope reached 
the most sacred part of the Mass, the consecration of the bread 
and wine, the activists equipped with microphones actually began 
to make speeches, nearly drowning out the words of consecration. 
The speakers demanded that the Pope insert into the Mass a prayer 
for the Sandinista martyrs — perhaps as part of the plan to 
legitimize the Sandino-Christian rite. 

The nine Sandinista "commandantes, " who hold the real 
power in Nicaragua, stood on a platform near the Pope, dressed in 
fatigues. They urged the demonstrators on, shouting slogans 
themselves and raising their fists in the air. At one point, 
uniformed men led the shouting activists in a protest march 
around the altar. Later, Vatican sources revealed that the 
microphones used by the activists were actually being controlled 
by the same Sandinista technicians controlling the Pope's 
microphone 

UNDERMINING THE CHURCH HIERARCHY 

The Sandinistas have^begun to} inter fere^with the 
hierarchy’s right to assign priests to parishes. There are reports 
that replacement priests appointed by the Archbishop have been 
harassed and beaten by Sandinista controlled mobs. These mobs, 
organized by the Sandinista Defense Committees and the internal 
security forces are referred to as las turbas divinas — " the 
divine mobs." 

Priests who do not preach or accept Marxist "theology," 
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lave 


^.UUd/U't/ l^t 




x' 


----- ^4 

gre under continuous^rass## by the mobs. Especially in the ^ 

countryside, UglKm ate priest^ -often have their services 

interrupted. Sometimes the mobs will turn the mass into a 
political meeting. 

In Managua the Sandinistas have staged physical »*■+ v 
against the legitimate u 7® Physical attacks 

Bo _„„ v u Cler9y ' induding the Archbishop ^ e *' r - 

Bosco Vivas, the auxilliary bishop of Mal^gua, was beate^h 
Sandinista mob last August. up .w. o„ 0 -/Wu JL f- 

By September 1982 TK situation had gotten 


that Archbishop John R. Roach, the President of thTo" ^“"1 

- =ilr° UC BiSh ° PS : — * — criticizing 11 * 1 

Church, 

:^ S ' t at «“ nature. . .We canno! u p oLst 

acts Of pZ 9eS T ible ter ” S ' the atte ^ ted defamation and 
of physical abuse directed at prominent clerics, the 

inappropriate exercise of state control over the coalitions 

Church- s role in education Id mil threatS t0 the 

clon ' and ' m °st ominous of all thf» 

l^creasin^tendency of public demonstrations to result in bloody 

r . . , . f d3ard MaCias sums “P "ell the treatment of the 

Catholic Chruch by the Sandinistas: 

"It [religion] is something to be provisionally 
permitted because it already exists and despite their 
wishes, has to be permitted as -a lesser evil- that 
can not be immediately eliminated. But it has been 
sentenced to a gradual and progressive extinction - 12 


PERSECUTION OF PROTESTANT GROUPS 


direct andlrutaTl" °* Pr ° teStant 9rou P s has baa « aven more 
vulnerable haa ^ft them more 

While the Sandinistas were still consolidating their 
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power immediately after the revolution,' they did little to harass 
the Protestant groups. According to Humberto Belli, the editor of 
La Prens a , the only independent newspaper in Nicaragua, up 
through 1981 there was little persecution except for harassment 


of some village pastors. Says Belli, "the Protestant pastors ... 
were conscious of their vulnerability and tried to abstain from 
any kind of commentaries touching the political field. Some of 
them even preferred to reassure the government of their 
loyalty." 13 

Occasionally groups of "revolutionary Christians" 
published leaflets attacking^Protestant denominations as agents 
of U.S. imperialism. The government controlled media often 
propagated these charges. 




In .1982 the attacks became direct. According to Belli: 
"In March, just a few days before the government 
canceled all individual rights and decreed a state of emergency, 
Barricada, the official newspaper of the Sandinistas, published 
two front-page, 8-column reports on the Protestants, entitled: 
'The Invasion of 'the Sects. .In that Repo rtfmos-fl 


v' 




i£ hurch es) were portrayed as groups of fanatics and superstitious 
people who liked to manipulate people's emotions and were part of 
a world-wide strategy of cultural penetration orchestrated by 
U.S. imperialism." 

"Shortly after these publications the attacks grew more 
vocal and the first physical threats were issued. 
Commander Tomas Borge...said there would be religious 
freedom for those who were with the revolution, but 
for those who were deceiving people and preaching.. . 
negative attitudes their days had been numbered." 14 


I V v 


On July 30, 1982, Radio Sandino covered a speech on the 
subject by Borge. According to Radio Sandino: 

"Borge said that the religious sects — the Jehovah's 
Witnesses, the Adventists, the Mormons and other 
groups opposed to the revolution — are under 
investigation. . .He noted that a bill is being 
submitted to the State Council that will require 
religious sects to register with the authorites before 
they begin operation." ° 


In a speech on July 17 Borge had said: 
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"There are a large number of sects that are being 
funded by the CIA... Some of them have mother churches 
in the United States. The most famous sects — and it - 
is best for the people to know their enemies — are: 
Jehovah's Witnesses, the Mormons and the 
Adventists. . .Other sects are the voice of acclamation 
and the Wesleyan Church, whatever the hell that 
means... It is evident that we have to make a serious 
study to counteract their diversionist activity 
financed by the CIA of the United States and take 
measures of a police nature according to the laws of 
the revolution in order to control and neutralize 
certain activities that disrupt the countries internal 
order. To begin with, a large number of these sects are 
not registered with the pej£inent government offices, 
thus making them illegal." 


Borge encouraged mob action against the Protestant 
churches. By August 1982 more than 20 Managua Protestant Churches 
had been seized by the " divine mobs." Some, but not all, of the 
confiscated properties were returned, but only on condition that 
the ministers refrain from criticizing the government. 

Among the Christian organizations forced out of 
Nicaragua is the Salvation Army, whose charitable and religious 
activities there ended in August 1980 after "ominous verbal 
threats from authorities, and, finally, instructions to close up 
the program and leave the country. "17 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION OF THE INDIANS 


Perhaps, the most tragic case of religious persecution 
is that of the Miskito, Sumo, and Rama Indians of Nicaragua’s 
isolated Atlantic coast. 

Most of the members of these tribes are members of 
minority Protestant Churches, especially the Moravian church. 
Living in isolation from most of Nicaragua, they have had little 
to do with any government. The Moravian missionaries filled the 
gap by providing most of the schools, hospitals and support 
organizations that maintained the area. The campaign of 
persecution againt the Indians has thus been directed largely at 
their religious leaders and insititutions for it is through them 
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that these groups are united and strengthened. 

As Belli explains, " When the Sandinistas came to pov/er 

in 1979, they immediately announced that their top priority was* 

to 'rescue' the Atlantic Coast." Cuban and Nicaraguan personnel 

began to flood into the area. The Sandinistas began a 

heavy-handed attempt to redesign the lives of the Indians along 

Marxist lines, and "started to replace the people's own leaders 

with [the Sandinistas'] own authorites — many of whom were Cuban . 

teachers and strangers." Resentments, repression, and riots 

followed in short order. Reports Belli: 

"The Sandinistas blamed the events on 
counter-revolutionary and CIA inspired forces, and 
began attacking the most influential Moravian pastors. 

Some of them were jailed and others expelled, 
stimulating new waves of protest and repression. [The 
government] stepped up its attacks and dismantled the 
network of charitable organizations that, after 
century of work, the Moravians had established." 

The Sandinistas sealed off the entire Atlantic coast. 

Travel to the region was allowed only by special permit. Indians 

were drafted into the militia. Those who refused were shot or 

forcibly relocated. Villages were forcibly evacuated and then 

burned. According to Edgard Macias, by midsummer 1982 the 

Sandinistas had destroyed 55 Moravian churches. Ministers who are 

still allowed to preach in the region must submit their sermons 

to local Sandinista censors. 

Indian leaders have been rounded up and jailed. The 

three-tribe umbrella organization created to represent the 

Indians' interest to the government was shut down. Two of the 

most prominent Moravian leaders. Rev. Norman Bent and Rev. 

Fernando Colomens, have been exiled to Managua. The Moravian 

Social Action Committee has been closed by the FSLN. 

rv 1 3k£iijL* v . 

In November of 1982, the MisurataJ Council of Ancients, 

the legitimate representatives of the people of the three tribes, 

officially denounced the Sandinista government to the 

Organization of American States. 

In that denunciation the Ancients explained that, 

despite their "active participation in the struggle for 
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liberation [against Somoza] and our decided support for the 
revolutionary government headed by the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front their people had been subjected to 

“intense repression, lack of respect for our religious beliefs 
and traditions, imprisonment of our leaders, massive captures of 
peasants, women, the aged and children, rapes, beatings, torture, 
and the death and disappearance of prisoners.... 

"The situation has progressively worsened.... They have 
expelled us from the land we received from our ancestors... 
Thousands of members of our communities are at this time kept, on 
Nicaraguan territory , in concentration camps under strict 
military vigilance, while more than 1,500 Indians have been 
obliged to seek refuge in the sister Republic of Honduras. .. .They 
live in refugee camps , almost at the mercy of the elements , with 
grave health and nutrition problems especially amongst the 
children who walk around practically naked and suffering from 
parasites and many illneses." 

The details of this persecution are particulalry 
horrifying. 

According to the Council of Ancients, in January and 
February of 1982: "the FSLN with the pretext of ’spreading 
national sovereignity' destroyed 49 communities, burning more 
than 4,000 houses, and then, so that no one could return to their 
land of origin, cut down the fruit trees, shot all the domestic 
animals . . . and forced the persons that lived to begin a forced 
march that took 11 to 15 days in order to arrive at the differnt 
concentration camps ..." 

"During the forced march... the invalids, lame, blind and 
paralyzed persons were gathered together in the village of 
Tulinbilia, they were put inside the Church and they were burned 
— 13 persons thus died." 

In February also. Rev. Sandalio Patron, the leader of 
the Sumo Indians, was imprisoned. 

Throughout the year the same story was repeated again 
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and again. In the third week of March, according to the Ancients, 
four more villages were burned, all the houses chruches and 
domestic animals destroyed. In April, religious leader Rev. Abel 
Flores and 13 deacons were arrested, mounted into a government 
helicopter and whisked away. No one is told where they were 
taken. A community called Suma de Kuahbul was 

occupied by the 

military. The villagers were forbidden to leave their homes, 
making normal life, including food gathering impossible. 

In May all churches in North Zelaya were told they must 
submit all messages for publication to the approval of State 
Security. The Indian community of Raity was destroyed, half the 
! population fled to Honduras. 

In June the Sandinista troops carried out the massacre 
of Musawas. Only the direct words of the Council of Ancients can 
adequately convey what happened in Musawas: 

"On June 29th, 1982, another military regiment of about 
40 men appeared at about 9:00 PM. They captured [abducted] Mrs 
Aquilina Robin, Cali Ida Lopez, [and] Virginia Benjamin, and 
placed them in the chruch; about 30 minutes after, another group 
of soldiers brought two girls of 12 years each, [Maria Hernandez 
and Lodena Lopez] and they too were placed in the church. The 
women began to scream; about li O'clock that night, the relatives 
of the 3 women and two girls, filled with indignation and family 
! love, approached the church and asked why they were ill treating 

the women. They were also taken prisoners and brutally conducted 
[ into the church." 

"Sometime around 12 'clock that night, the Sandinista 
troop took the women out of the church. The girl, Maria 
Hernandez, of 12 years, was dragged out; because, after she was 
violated by the troop, she was unable to walk..." 

"After the 5 women were carried outside the church, 
they were placed face down on the ground; one of the soldiers 
yelled 'not even as women are they any good; not even 
satisfaction can they give; I still remain with the desire. 
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stinking daughters of sluts. ' Presently a group of soldiers came 
out of the church and machine gunned them." 

Over the next 24 hours, 15 more villagers were murdered 
by the troops. "This act dispersered the community of Masawas. 
They went to the woodland looking how to save their lives 
Thirty-three were captured and held hostages." 

"The Community of Musawas presently in refugee camp in 
Mocoron is witness to all that took place at Musawas." 

In July martial law was declared in the communities of 
Tuara, Si sin, Kuaquil, Booms irpi and Yulotigni. None of the 
villagers were allowed to leave their homes or celebrate 
religious services. Eight armed Sandinistas raped the 12 year-old 
daughter of Rev. Serminio Nicho, a religious leader in Ninayeri 
Sandebay North. 

According to the Ancients, the "months of August, 
September and October are a true Calvary for the 10 Indian 
communities of Puerto Cabezas. The communities are put under a 
state of siege. The villagers are prohibited from fishing in the 
ocean, communal lands are expropriated, villagers are forbidden 
to leave the village. Masses and religious services are 
frequently closed down or can be celebrated only with previous 
permission." 


The tactic of restricting the villagers to the village 

and of prohibiting them from fishing in the ocean or from using 

their communal lands is devastating because it can put the 

1 9 

villagers on the brink of starvation. 

The Indians have given the OAS many pages of detailed 

eyewitness accounts of torture and murder by the Sandinistas. 


There is no need to recount all the gruesome stories here. 

A- . . JC. ifVlii/y 
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CONCLUSION 


a\«'i j. As the Nicaraguan Commandantes have repeatedly made 

Vvv. , 

clear/ "Marxism is the scientific doctrine that guides our 
revolution. . .our doctrine is Marxism-Leninism"^ Conforming 
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to that doctrine, the Sandinistas are systematically attempting 
togep l^'/g uf,x^^l^K}rVh^i§L?1g t l 9 ion of their 
revolution, with the absolute state as the focus of a secular 
salvation. Due to the strength of the Catholic Church, the 
Sandinista strategy has been to infiltrate, censor and control, 
rather than to eradicate outright. Smaller Christian 
denominations however, are being dealt with more summarily and 
brutally. Sixty-five years of applied Marxist-Leninist doctrine 
have shown that communism will not accept co-existence with any 
religion that does not concede to it supreme authority. To the 
extent that Marxist regimes allow churches to operate they do so 
because they are forced to, (as in Poland) or for tactical 
reasons aimed at the ultimate objective of eradicating religion 

from society. The overwhelming evidence of the wide-spread 
persecution of Christian churches in Nicaragua is a sad reminder 
of the sometimes forgotten nature of Marxism-Leninism and its 
total antipathy for freedom of religion. 
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